GEOG 107  HUMAN MIGRATION
Reading Questions for “International Migration: Facing the Challenge”, Martin and Widgren, Population Reference Bureau, Washington, D.C., 2002.

http://www.prb.org/Source/57.1IntlMigration_Eng.pdf
Instructions:  These questions are your study guide for this reading.  Any material referred to in these questions is “fair game” for a quiz or exam question.  Text in bold print can be considered as extra material to know.  It is generally given in context to nearby questions.  
1. Assuming that there were about 6 billion people alive at the time this report was written, what percentage of the world population was an immigrant?

2. A common perception is that most immigrants move to wealthy, developed countries.  Is this true?  Summarize what the authors say about the proportions of immigrants that go to each of the two general types of countries.

3. Explain what the authors mean when they say that international migration is a relatively recent phenomenon, and why this is true.

4. Summarize the two reasons why international migration is the exception rather than the rule.

5. List the five countries that officially welcome international migrants, and then calculate the percentage of all of the immigrants in the world that went to those “welcoming” countries in 2000, assuming 5 million new immigrants in that year.  From this, even assuming that those five countries were really welcoming all of their immigrants, can it be said that most immigrants are welcome in today’s world?
6. The authors on page four make a typology of reasons why most immigrants are not accepted as permanent residents.  List the three major groupings.

7. From which continent do the authors suggest will be the emerging source area in the present century?

8. Summarize the general trend in spending on border controls that the 25 richest nations have implemented.
9. The (late) libertarian economist Julian Simon gave two arguments in support of immigration.  Identify them.

10. At the time of writing, what percentage of people born in Mexico lived in the United States?

11. Summarize the reasons given by the authors, that at the time of writing, the U.S. immigration policy was not sufficient to limit international terrorists.

12. List and briefly explain the three broad factors that encourage a migrant to move.  In the early phases of a migration flow, which is likely to be most important?  How about after flows are well-established?

13. What is a leading non-economic factor that induces many people to emigrate?

14. What is another leading non-economic factor (p. 8)?

15. What is the technical difference between a refugee and an asylum seeker?
16. What is the general explanation given for large historic flows from the Philippines to the U.S.?

17. What share of the 10 million visa applications to the U.S. is denied?

18. Canada is characterized as having an unusually high degree of support for its immigration policies.  Summarize the three explanations for this public support.

19. Canada’s “point system” established in 1976 is described.  List three key criteria.

20. Canada is characterized as having officially been a multicultural society since 1971, in contrast to the United States.  How is the “melting pot” image of the United States different?  Could the characteristics of who can come in Canada, vs. the United States, help explain these differences?  Discuss.
21. From what two countries does Canada get most of its agricultural workers?  Make a list of the criteria Canada uses for selecting agricultural worker applicants.

22. Make a list of each of the four waves of immigration in U.S. history - and then for each wave, list major sending areas and reasons for the wave, if given.  This information is highly likely to be on quiz one or two.

23. At present, the U.S. government categorizes legal immigrants into four groups.  Summarize.

24. How many total foreign tourists arrive to the U.S. each year (around year 2000), how many business visitors, and how many legal immigrants?  Now, add these three up, and calculate what the immigrant share of all legal arrivals is. 

25. Consider the numbers of the previous question in answering this one.  Some post 9/11 groups have argued that the U.S. should sharply reduce the numbers of non-immigrant legal arrivals to the U.S. for national security reasons.  How would a pro-commerce group such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce view such a proposal, in your opinion?
26. Summarize what an H-1B visa is, what it entitles its bearer to, and what is necessary to show in order for its bearer to later gain permanent immigrant status.

27. What group is generally in favor of H-1B visas, and why, and what is the counter argument to this?

28. What is meant by the term “earned legalization” as described on pages 13-14?  Note that this program has not subsequently been implemented.

29. What was the basic reason that many people believed that NAFTA might reduce immigration pressures from Mexico?  What were the reasons given why this hope didn’t materialize for many people?
30. FYI:  The maquiladoras were border factories that attracted many people from Mexico’s interior and especially the south.  Later, these border cities became places from which migrants from the interior cities launched a migration to the United States.

31. What U.S. government-sponsored programs initiated mass migrations from Mexico during the world wars of the past century?  Did the recruitment end after the war ended?  What else kept the flows going?  (more on this later in the term.  Note in general terms that these early recruitment efforts facilitated later mass movements of people.)

32. What were reasons given for the major increase in migrations from the Central American countries by the 1980s?  Which four countries became major senders?  Why were many not officially considered refugees by the U.S. government?

33. Note: the U.S. government has a long-standing policy of supporting stable governments in the region.  Many such governments have not been democratic regimes.  If the U.S. government is to offer refugee status to émigrés from such undemocratic countries, it places itself in the contradictory position of on one hand saying that this is a government that we approve of and support, and on the other hand tacitly admitting that this government produces refugees.  Are governments that produce refugees democratic?  Generally not.  This is the basic issue, one that has receded but not disappeared since the end of the Cold War.
34. What share of people born in Cuba live in the United States?  How does this compare with that of Mexico?
35. What is the “wet foot, dry foot” policy under which Cubans are subject to?  How do they regularly get to U.S. shores?
36. How are undocumented Mexican treated under U.S. law when they arrive?

37. Given your answers to the previous three questions, compare the relative strength of the “push” and “pull” factors of the two countries.  Given this context, in your opinion, which of the two has stronger “push” factors?  Discuss.
38. List the other major Caribbean sending islands, and summarize the statements made about the initiation of each flow.
39. Where do more Haitans émigrés live, in the Dominican Republic or the United States?

40. Contrast Puerto Rico migrations with the other islands mentioned.
41. In the case of the South American country Argentina, where did many people emigrate from during the 19th century?  Why?  What has caused many to return?  Why are they able to do so?

42. What special relationship does Argentina have with the United States regarding emigration?

43. List the source countries for Argentine immigration, and what kind of work did these immigrants do?  (note that this was concurrent with professional Argentine emigration to the U.S.)

44. Why have so many people left Colombia?  List the most significant receiving country, and the others.

45. What was a major cause of migration within Europe, related to the end of the world wars?  

46. What caused many Europeans to migrate to Algeria, Pakistan, and India during the first half of the 20th century?

47. List the causes of immigration into Europe by decade, after WWII.

48. Characterize the differing meaning of “foreigner” in Europe and the United States.  By typical European standards, would you or your parents be “foreigners” here?

49. What share of the workers of Luxembourg and Switzerland are foreign born?  How does this compare with the U.S.?
50. List five European countries that were mentioned by the author as having organized resistance to immigration.

51. List the two phases of immigration in Europe that were experienced after World War II.  What led to the continued stays of many who came during the second phase?
52. What happened in 1973 that eventually led to even more people immigrating into Europe?  What else about many European countries led to these continued immigrations (now of family members too)?

53. What social and political issues were prompted by these new immigrants in Europe?  Later, were European governments generally successful in inducing these people to go back home? (by the mid-1980s?)
54. What new legal route into Western Europe was discovered, particularly in the case of Germany?  How did Germany later deal with this new problem?  

55. What caused a major emigration out of Eastern Europe by the 1990s?

56. What is the basic purpose of the Schengen Agreement?

57. What activity led to many African and eastern European women migrating to Western Europe by the 1990s?

58. Despite all that you have read so far about Europe, why are there many European leaders who want an immigration policy that welcomes foreigners?

59. Summarize what the basic question was for the UN Population Division study, and what was learned about future immigration as a solution to the problem. 

60. What specifically would have to happen to “save” Social Security in Europe, according to the study?  Is this likely to happen?
61. In what country is the world’s largest rural-to-urban migration?

62. What share of the Chinese population lives in rural areas vs. cities?  (note, the shares have changed only a little over the past decade)

63. Why might entry into the World Trade Organization cause rural Chinese emigrations to accelerate?

64. What is the approximate amount of per-person smuggler fees that Chinese people paid to get to North America?

65. What are two forces that have caused increases in the migrations of Asians to the U.S. and Canada?

66. Where do most émigrés from Asian countries go?

67. What is the role of oil prices in Asian migrations?   Where are the destinations?  Give a specific example.

68. How are young female migrants treated in Singapore?

69. Where do many domestic workers working in Hong Kong come from?  Describe the levels of education of many, and who they pay 25% of their earnings to.

70. What holds back many potential migrants from going from China to Hong Kong?

71. What are common jobs of foreign workers in Malaysia?

72. What was the first economic activity that brought large numbers of workers to Taiwan in 1990?  After these jobs were completed, what did the migrant workers do?  What is the official policy of Taiwan about Chinese mainland immigration?
73. Given that many of the early migrant workers in the previous question were recruited, what does the observed trajectory of these workers suggest about “permanence” of temporary labor recruitment?  Which two countries were most of these workers from?

74. Characterize the age and fertility characteristics of Japan, and the expected trends in population that relate to these demographics.
75. List the major sources for foreign workers in Japan.

76. What is meant by 3-D jobs in South Korea, and who does many of them?  Have nationals been eager to jump into them as unemployment rises?

77. Who is the KFSB, and why does it oppose turning trainees into guest workers?

78. What share of all Filipino workers are working in another country?  What are their most numerous occupations?  How is composition of the Filipino workers overall different from that of most other labor-exporting countries?  Is this a surprise, given their key occupations?  How does the Labor Secretary view the role of overseas Filipino workers in the national economy?

79. Middle East

80. What share of the world’s population is in the region, and what share of the world’s refugees?

81. What caused the large importation of workers into Saudi Arabia?  What jobs did the workers do?  Where were most of the workers from?
82. For the oil exporting countries in the Middle East, what share do foreigners constitute of all workers?

83. What has the Saudi Arabian government done to encourage national workers to work?  Have these efforts been successful?  Why or why not?

84. As Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, who greeted the Iraqis as liberators?
85. Africa

86. With one eighth of the world’s population, what share of the world’s refugees is in Africa?

87. Why did Zaire and some other nearby countries receive millions of refugees in the 1994?
88. Give reasons why South Africa is the leading destination of international migrants in sub-Saharan Africa.

89. What are the circumstances that caused the resistance to immigration in South Africa in the 1990s?
90. Oceania/Pacific Islands

91. Who were the original white migrants to Australia, and where were they from?

92. In what ways do the immigrant-acceptance policies of Australia and New Zealand resemble those of Canada?

93. What is the meaning of the “made in the U.S.A.” labels coming from the Mariana Islands?  Who actually makes the items?
94. Reducing Unwanted Migration

95. The authors state that most nations are committed to reducing the root causes of unwanted migration.  What are the various actions needed to achieve this goal?

96. What is meant by the term “migration hump”?

97. What is “FDI”, and how is it hypothesized to lead eventually to less emigration from developing regions?  However, what are the criteria that investors use to decide where to invest?  Are these criteria likely to always lead them to invest in major emigration regions?  Discuss.

98. Summarize each of the three mechanisms given that explain why FDI can actually increase emigration in the short to medium term, focusing on the Mexico one.  (sound familiar?)

99. How much is the UN-recommended international aid target?  Which countries meet it?  List the countries that are the largest aid donors.  Do they meet the UN aid target?
100. Explain why quite a bit of international aid during the Cold War actually intensified emigration from troubled areas.

101. Summarize the content of the middle paragraph in the right-hand side of page 34.  What kinds of products are focused on?

102. Italy used to be a major source area of migrants to Germany.  What changed by the late 1960s that almost halted these flows?
103. List three countries that have made the transition in the past 50 years from being major sending areas to net receivers of immigration.

104. Here is a common sense equation that can be used to calculate the change in population of country:  population change = births - deaths + immigration – emigration

105. List four recommended policies that if sustained, are believed by the authors to reduce migration pressure.

106. Which is larger, foreign aid to developing countries or migrant remittances?

107. What is meant by “pyramid shaped” and “diamond shaped” societies?  Characterize where each are found in history and also geographically.
108. How does immigration affect the degree to which country populations are diamond shaped or pyramid shaped, according to the authors?  Describe the specifics of how this works in the case of the United States.

109. According to the authors, what would be needed to assure that immigrants do not get trapped at the bottom rungs of society?  Why is this a currently a “hard sell” in the U.S. and E.U.?

110. What seems likely to happen with remittances to major sending countries if the wealthy receiving nations succeed in reducing unwanted immigration?  What is the “grand bargain” that the authors suggest the receiving nations should offer in this case?  Do you agree?  Discuss.

111. What trend do the authors see in future volumes of international migration?  (note that from 2002 when this was written to 2007, this was correct according to official statistics)

112. Analysis question:  What are the likely effects of the current global economic slowdown, if it persists for more than a year or two, on international migration?  In your answer, consider what happened in the EU when the economy slowed down in the 1990s, but also other factors.  Discuss.
